
NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk/RFO: Mrs S Look, 72 Main Street, Wheldrake, York, YO19 6AA 

clerk@northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th March 2025 

Chapel Schoolroom, North Duffield 
 

Part 1 

25035. In attendance and declarations of interest: Cllrs R Arrand, S Donoghue, R Hemingway (Chair), M 
Patten, L Richardson, M Walton, B Wells, D Wint. S Look (Clerk). Divisional Cllr Arthur. Members of the public. 
Apologies: Cllr S Brown.  
25036. Declarations of interest: None. 
25037. Minutes of the Parish Council monthly meeting held on Thursday 6th February 2025 were proposed by 
Cllr Patten, seconded by Cllr Wells and unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record.  
25038. Receive Divisional Councillor and PCSO report: 

a. Cllr Arthur has been unable to bring the Gothic Farm planning application before the committee as 
unfortunately the 21 days’ notice had expired. It may still come before the committee as the site may 
not yet be designated under the local plan. Cllr Arthur confirmed that NYC council tax is set to increase 
to 4.99% from April 2025. It has now been officially confirmed that the Selby Local plan is going to be 
incorporated into the North Yorkshire Local Plan. Any comments previously submitted will have to be 
sent in again when it comes out for consultation. Second home scheme and affordable houses 
information to be sent in due course. The leader of the council has asked for representatives from all 
parish councils to attend Parish Liaison committee meetings. PC’s can request specific items to be 
debated and request to speak at the meetings. Next meeting will be 25th April,10am at the Civic Centre.    

b. PCSO Gaskell sent an update on police matters for the area. Reports for North Duffield for the month of 
February were Theft 1 - Unknown offenders have taken copper from outside an address; road related, 
traffic offence 1; suspect circumstances 1; fraud 1; ASB Personal - 2 individual reports different victims; 
admin lost and found 1. 

25039. Matters arising:  
a. Power cuts in the village. Northern Powergrid have taken action to cut back trees affecting the power 

lines on York Road. Keir Mather MP has contacted mobile phone providers to express concerns about 
the power outages in the area having an impact on digital telephone lines and mobiles. They have 
confirmed that to make an emergency call from a mobile phone you do not have to be connected to a 
specific mobile mast, ie. EE, O2 etc. Emergency calls can be made on any mobile phone network, not 
just the individuals provider.  

b. Community emergency plan. A resident held public meeting to discuss developing a community 
emergency plan. This was attended by two representatives from the Parish Council. To be added to the 
annual meeting agenda. The plan could cover unexpected events affecting either all or part of their 
community. This could be snow, flood or any other unexpected event. This plan could determine what 
actions could be taken within North Duffield before the emergency services arrived. For instance, it 
might be necessary to move people to a place of safety or First Aid might be needed. It is also a way of 
connecting people in the event of an emergency and using people’s skills within the community.  

c. It was resolved that the ‘Nature Recovery Area’ initiative will be managed by interested parties within 
the community rather than the parish council. Elaine Blake agreed to present the initiative at the Annual 
meeting and have a stand at the summer fare to share ideas.  

d. Report of litter build up on A163. Email received from a resident reporting the huge amount of litter that 
is building up along the A163, all the way from the A19. Much of it is too large and not of the right nature 
to have been thrown from cars. The resident reported a lorry going to the skip / recycling centre to the 
East of the village, filled with exactly this sort of loose waste, and this is probably the source of a lot of 
the rubbish. It was resolved to report it to North Yorkshire Council.  

25040. Highways update: 
a. Community Speedwatch programme. Cllr Wells has resigned from the group due to other 

commitments. Another volunteer has agreed to take a lead. A new inspection area on York Road has 
been granted permission for monitoring. Councillors thanked Cllr Wells for initiating the project and 
getting it off the ground.  

b. A request has been made to make Broadmanor a 20mph zone. Keir Mather MP is campaigning for 
20mph speed limits outside schools.  
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Double yellow lines outside the pub have now been installed.  
Green Lane is due to be resurfaced in the spring.  

c. No further progress on the ‘Please drive slowly’ signs at the entrances to the village. 
d. No update on the VAS sign statistics this month.  
e. NYC development management team are investigating the legal responsibilities for repair to the 

damaged verge outside Inglenook as vehicular access over the verge has not been granted.  
f. No update on the replacement streetlight (LP18) outside Plum Tree Cottage on York Road. Clerk to send 

another chaser to NYC streetlighting to follow this up.  
g. A request to make the A163 through the village a 30mph zone has been rejected by NYC again. TNYC 

have confirmed that the setting of a successful speed limit is a highly technical matter governed by 
much research and guidance by the Department for Transport. All the following documents (free for 
download from the internet) are used by NYCC as reference in that process, all these documents are 
now intrinsically linked: Department for Transport (DfT) Circular 01/2013 'Setting Local Speed Limits'; 
DfT Traffic Advisory Leaflet (TAL) 1/04 'Village Speed Limits’; Current NPCC (ACPO) Speed Enforcement 
Policy Guidelines (2011-2015:   'Joining Forces for Safer Roads'), and; DfT TAL 2/06 ‘Speed Assessment 
Framework’. The implementation of 30mph speed limit is based on simple criteria relating to frontage 
development and distance - 20 or more houses; and a minimum length of 600 metres. But the guidance 
also provides important key factors that should be taken into account by the local highway authority.  
These are: history of collisions; road geometry and engineering; road function; composition of road 
users; existing traffic speeds; and road environment. Speed limits on their own have very little impact 
on driver perception of the appropriate speed. Drivers generally travel at a speed which they perceive to 
match traffic conditions and according to other factors, such as the road environment, the weather, 
parked vehicles, number of junctions, pedestrian movements etc. The road environment is one of the 
main key factors. In a built-up area it is easy and obvious to all as to why the speed limit is there. It is 
based on properties facing onto the highway. The development on the A163 is relatively sparse, with a 
short section where there are properties on both sides of the carriageway (200m), the minimum length 
is 600 metres. Therefore, the perception for drivers is not one of driving through an urban area, and 
drivers perceive that there is not the level of hazards that would be associated with a 30mph speed 
limit. Therefore, the current 40 mph speed limit is appropriate for this section of road. NYC recognise 
the Parish Council’s desire to reduce the current speed limit to 30mph however all the above guidance 
documents must be used within their full context, without cherry picking, to achieve a safe and 
effective result. Without cognisance of that guidance any limit is likely to fail, and compliance be 
problematic. For these reasons, the Highway Authority aim to ensure the correct speed limits are 
consistently applied across the County. 

25041. Planning Applications: 
a. No new planning applications received to consider. 

25042. Ongoing planning matters: 
a. North Yorkshire Council Local Plan update; Town and Parish Council Survey for North Yorkshire Council 

Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) 2024/25. Comments by 30th March 2025. No 
comments.  

b. Enforcement ref; 2024/0201/LCOND. Planning ref: 2021/1353/FUL / ZG2023/0559/DOC. Land Adjacent 
A163 Market Weighton Road. Planning enforcement notified that the path is not complete despite 
houses being occupied. Progressing.  

25043. Planning Decisions: 
a. No new planning decisions received. 

25044.  Public time: 
a. A member of the public reminded councillors that the triangle at the top of the village green should not 

be cut until July. Linden Turf wildflower department have agreed to come and do a site visit to assess 
the area for the Parish Council. It was also agreed to plant some more bulbs in September. It was 
recognised that the village maintenance contractors have started for the year and done a good job to 
date.  

25045.  Financial matters: 
a. Councillors resolved to accept clerks’ overtime for the additional website work.  
b. Request received from North Duffield Methodist Chapel for financial assistance towards a new internal 

fire door. Councillors resolved that three quotes are required before a contribution can be considered.   
c. Finance report noted and transactions approved for payment as follows: 



 Current 
Account 

Savings 
Account 

Account balances as at 29th January 2025 £3850.25 £21,544.87 
Transactions made since last meeting (approved at the last 
meeting): 

  

S Look; Clerks Jan expenses  -£60.64  
Teale & Sons timber; wood for tree seat -£500.00  

S Look; Linksky hosting fee -£7.51  
Payments made since the last meeting under clerks 
delegated powers: 

  

S Look; Clerks February salary  As agreed   
Unity; service charge -£6.00  

Scottish Power; village green electricity -£139.15  
Receipts since the last meeting:   

R Hemingway; raffle and donations to Christmas lights fund £500.00  
Internal transfer: Nil  
Account balances as at 28th February 2025 £3222.82 £21,544.87 
To approve the following payments:   

S Look; Clerks February expenses  -£56.20  
R Hemingway; paper expenses -£7.98  

It was resolved to approve the above payments.  
25046. Village Green and Maintenance: 

a. Cllr Hemingway to give an update on the village ‘to do’ list at the April parish council meeting. 
b. Marquee to be cleaned this month to send back to the supplier for repairs.  
c. The renovation of the circular bench on the village green is progressing.  
d. Councillors resolved to accept the quote of £350 exc VAT for a full tree survey for the village green.   
e. To formalise maintenance dates (i.e. village maintenance day and litter pick etc) at next meeting. To 

advertise for volunteers when date has been confirmed. Councillor Richardson to speak to a 
stonemason for some advice on maintenance of the pinfold. 

25047. Correspondence: 
a. YLCA White Rose updates and training dates noted.  
b. Road safety: Speeding campaign / speed cameras noted. 

25048. Website and Parish online software: 
a. Cllr Wells gave an update on the GIS (Geographical Information System).   
b. Parish Council website has now got all the essential information on. Photographs need updating. 

www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
25049. Meeting close: 

a. Councillors confirmed the date for the next monthly meeting to be held at 7pm on Thursday 3rd April 
2025 in the Schoolroom of North Duffield Methodist Chapel.  

 

Part 2 

25050. Confidential business: Resolved to exclude the public and press on grounds that matters for 
discussion affect individual staff matters/ procedures / legal / financial issues.  
25051. Flagpole repairs: 

a. No further payment received in February for the replacement flagpole. £79.94 outstanding to pay. Clerk 
to follow up. 
  

Meeting closed at 20.30.  
Signed: 
(Chairman) 
 
Date:  

 
 
 

http://www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 
 


