
NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk/RFO: Mrs S Look, 72 Main Street, Wheldrake, York, YO19 6AA 

clerk@northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th May 2025 

Chapel Schoolroom, North Duffield 
 

Part 1 

25068. In attendance and declarations of interest: Cllrs R Arrand, S Brown, S Donoghue, R Hemingway 
(Chair), M Patten, L Richardson, M Walton, B Wells, D Wint. S Look (Clerk). Members of the public. Divisional 
Councillor K Arthur.  
25069. Declarations of interest: None. 
25070. Statutory Annual Parish Council meeting business:  

a. Councillors resolved to elect Renny Hemingway as Chairman of the Parish Council. Chairman signed 
the acceptance of office, clerk witnessed the signature and countersigned the form.  

b. Councillors resolved to elect Mel Patten as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council. Vice Chairman signed 
the acceptance of office, clerk witnessed the signature and countersigned the form. 

24251. Consider the election of Parish representatives to various groups and committees: 
a. No PFA representatives were elected.  
b. Cllrs S Brown and R Arrand elected to represent the PC on the Village Hall Committee.  
c. Cllr Patten elected to represent the PC as the Yorkshire Local Councils Association (YLCA) 

representative with Cllr Wells deputising when required.  
25071. Councillors resolved to approve the schedule of meetings for the coming year: 5th June 2025, 10th July 
2025, (no August meeting), 4th September 2025, 2nd October 2025, 6th November 2025, 4th December 2025, 8th 
January 2026, 5th February 2026, 5th March 2026, 2nd April 2026, Annual Parish Council meeting 7th May 2026. 
Annual Parish meeting 14th May 2026.  
25072. Minutes of the Parish Council monthly meeting held on Thursday 3rd April 2025 were proposed by Cllr 
Walton, seconded by Cllr Wells and unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record.  
25073. Receive Divisional Councillor and PCSO report: 

a. Cllr Arthur gave an update on the North Yorkshire local plan. An Issues & options consultation will run 
from 19th May to 15th July 2025 and is open to anyone to respond. The consultation asks for views on 
what the vision for the area should be, the issues and matters that are important for the local plan to 
consider and the approaches they could take. It does not consider specific development sites. 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England has launched a public consultation to help 
refine its proposals for a new pattern of divisions across North Yorkshire. This public consultation ends 
on the 9th June 2025. Recommendations to be published on 2nd September after which parliament will 
be asked to approve them. New arrangements will apply to local elections in May 2027.   

b. PCSO Gaskell sent a monthly report: Crimes 2 and a further two reported Auto Crimes in the location, 
additional patrols have been carried out.  

25074. Matters arising:  
a. Annual parish meeting arrangements and agenda confirmed. Leaflet to be distributed to residents prior 

to the meeting.  
b. Summer fete to take place on Saturday 5th July 2025. 11 people have booked stalls to date. Sub-

committee to meet to finalise arrangements. It was noted that a request has been made by North 
Duffield Under5’s preschool to use the PC marquee for a family fun day on Saturday 12th July 2025. 
Councillors resolved to allow this providing adequate insurance is in place and it is packed away clean 
and dry after use.   

c. A complaint was received regarding a van parked in a dangerous location at the junction of Back Lane 
and Main Street. Action has been taken by the PCSO and the vehicle has now been moved. It was 
reported that another van is being parked in a dangerous location on Main Street at the junction of 
Manor Drive.  

25075. Highways update: 
a. Community Speedwatch programme. The community speed watch team undertook a Speed Watch at 

one of the newly approved locations at the edge of the village, on York Road out to Skipwith. In the 30-
minute session they recorded a total of 78 vehicles, of which 18 were over the maximum permitted 
speed limit of 36 miles per hour (30mph + 10% + 2 = 35). The highest speed recorded was 55 miles per 
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hour, in the 30mph limit. The details of all vehicles recorded as being over 36 mph have been forwarded 
to the North Yorkshire Police enable them to follow up. 

b. Highways update. Cllr Hemingway to follow up with Highways the outstanding issues. Also to confirm 
who is responsible for the triangle of land near the new houses on Green Lane.     

c. No further progress on the ‘Please drive slowly’ signs at the entrances to the village. 
d. No update on the VAS sign statistics this month.  
e. No further update on the damaged verge outside Inglenook.  
f. Streetlight (LP18) outside Plum Tree Cottage on York Road has now been replaced. NYC has sent a work 

order to NPG to service it.  
g. Report of litter build up on A163. NYC have forwarded the request for a litter pick to their Waste and 

Street Scene Service. Litter picks on high-speed roads must have a higher level of traffic management 
and work is now underway with the Highways team regarding verge cleans on such roads in the Selby 
area.  

25076. Planning Applications: 
a. No new planning applications received.   

25077. Ongoing planning matters: 
a. North Yorkshire Council Local Plan update discussed at item 24256a.  
b. Enforcement ref; 2024/0201/LCOND. Planning ref: 2021/1353/FUL / ZG2023/0559/DOC. Land Adjacent 

A163 Market Weighton Road. Footway not completed despite houses now being occupied. Planning 
Enforcement notified. 

c. Springfield House Farm. An enforcement notice was served mid-April. It will take effect on the 23rd May 
2025. It can be appealed up to the day it takes effect. The notice requires the developer to implement 
the approved scheme in relation to the footpath and bin store within 6 months from the date the notice 
takes effect. 

d. It was resolved to make further comments on planning application ZG2024/1326/OUTM, Gothic Farm. 
Councillors resolved to make a further comment to the planning department to highlight the number of 
mature trees that were cut down on the site prior to the arboriculturist report being submitted.  

25078. Planning Decisions: 
a. ZG2024/0129/FUL. Erection of two storey house on land southwest of West View, Back Lane, North 

Duffield. REFUSED permission. The proposed development would inevitably result in the loss of trees or 
would negatively impact the trees within the site, which enhance the visual character of the area and 
which benefit from a temporary Tree Preservation Order (TPO 1/2025).  

25079.  Public time: 
a. Nature Recovery group representative confirmed arrangements for the Annual meeting and will put an 

update regarding the project in Round Up.  
25080.  Financial matters: 

a. Confirmation of the year end accounts. As the gross annual income and expenditure is above £25,000 
in the financial year 2024/25, North Duffield Parish Council will be external audited.  

b. Councillors noted the Annual Internal Audit Report for 2024/25 
c. Councillors approved Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 
d. Councillors approved Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2024/25 
e. Councillors approved the publication of the documents required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations 

2015.   
f. Finance report noted and transactions approved for payment as follows: 

Account balance and reconciliation:  
  Current 

Account 
Savings 
Account 

a. Account balances as at 28th March 2025 £4234.09 £19,544.87 
b. Transactions made since last meeting (approved at the 

last meeting): 
  

 Unity monthly service charge -£6.00  
 S Look; Clerks March expenses  -£83.85  
 R Hemingway; plastic herons for the pond -£22.95  
 YLCA annual membership -£485.00  
 Autela; payroll 01/12/24 – 31/03/25 -£94.56  
 Methodist Chapel; fire door funding -£300.00  



c. Payments made since the last meeting under clerks 
delegated powers: 

  

 Scottish power; village green electricity -£187.58  
28/04 S Look; Clerk April salary  As agreed   
 S Look; Clerks April expenses  -£53.36  
 NYC; street lighting 2024-25  -£1257.50  
 D Wint; summer fete banner -£24.00  
 HMRC; Clerks salary -£20.44  
d. Receipts since the last meeting:   
 Unity; credit interest on 31.03,25  £134.37 
 HMRC; VAT refund  £325.96 
 Allotments annual rent  £1.00 
 NYC: Precept  £11,400.00 
 Flagpole payment £50.00  
 Summer fete stall payments £60.00  
e.  Internal transfer: £3000.00 -£3000.00 
f.  Account balances as at 30th April 2025 £4255.57 £28,406.20 
g. To approve the following payments:   
 NYC; streetlight maintenance 2024-25 -£1089.14  
 B Hopper: Internal Audit 2024-25 -£120.00  

It was resolved to approve the above payments.  
25081. Village Green and Maintenance: 

a. Cllr Hemingway to give an update on the village ‘to do’ list at the annual meeting. 
b. Marquee to be cleaned this month to send back to the supplier for repairs.  
c. The renovation of the circular bench on the village green is progressing.  
d. Awaiting tree survey to be carried out on the village green.   

25082. Correspondence: 
a. YLCA White Rose updates and training dates noted.  
b. Thank you letter from the Methodist Church for the contribution towards a new fire door noted. 

25083. Meeting close: 
a. Councillors confirmed the date for the next Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on Thursday 5th 

June 2025 in the Schoolroom of North Duffield Methodist Chapel. The Annual Parish meeting will be 
held on Thursday 15th May 2025 in the village hall.  

 
 

Meeting closed at 19.50hrs.  
Signed: 
(Chairman) 
 
Date:  

 
 
 

 
 


