NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk/RFO: Mrs S Look, 72 Main Street, Wheldrake, York, YO19 6AA
clerk@northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
MINUTES of the ANNUAL Parish meeting held on 15" May 2025
Village Hall, North Duffield

APM2501. Introductions: Cllr Hemingway introduced the Parish Councillors, Clerk and the Divisional
Councillor to members of the public present.

APM2502. North Yorkshire Police update: PCSO Gaskell sent her apologies due to work commitments. Clerk
to take a note of any items raised by parishioners.

APM2503. Parish Council Annual Report:

Cllr Hemingway summarised the work the Parish Council has been involved in and achievements over the past
year. These items are covered in more depth on the Chairmans Annual report (see appendix 1).

APM2504. North Yorkshire Local Plan and Divisional Council update: Cllr Arthur to give an update on plans
for North Yorkshire Council (Appendix 2). Although North Yorkshire Council has made significant savings from
the unification of North Yorkshire, funding from central government has been rescinded. There has been a
significant reduction in locality budgets this financial year and it is expected to be reduced further next year.
North Yorkshire Local Plan; The first formal public consultation is now open. This stage is known as ‘issues and
options’ and is entitled ‘North Yorkshire Local Plan: Our First Conversation’. The consultation closes on the 9"
July 2025. It asks for views on what the vision for the area should be, the issues and matters that are important
for the Local Plan to consider and the approaches they could take.

Selby Local Plan has now ceased, and it no longer holds any weight in decision making. However, weight can
still be accorded to the evidence base of an abandoned plan in circumstances where it is relevant.

Report from Keir Mather MP (see appendix 3).

APM2505. Village Hall committee update: Cllr Brown gave an update on the village hall committee, as (along
with Cllr Arrand) he is a Parish Council representative. The village hall was built in 1938 and was funded by the
public. Itis a registered charity run by volunteers. The committee are not required to organise fundraising due to
aregularincome from hirers. The charging structure is reviewed annually. There are currently vacancies on the
committee for parishioners. Concerns raised about the misuse of the recycling bins as items are getting
dropped off and left in the bin area.

APM2506. Playing Fields Association update: Cllr Richardson gave an update on the PFA as (along with Cllr
Wint) she is a Parish Council representative. The PFA is a charity which is funded by the three user groups; the
bowls club, the under 5’s playgroup and the football club. The committee is made up of two representatives
from each user group as well as two representatives from the Parish Council and four community reps. There
are also vacancies for new members and are always looking for help organising fundraising. There has been
lots of improvements over the last few years such as an internal upgrade of the pavilion. Upgrades on the
electrics and replacement fire doors as well as upgrades around the field have also been made. Linden Turf cut
the field for free which is a significant cost saving for the committee. They are also donating some wildflower
turf for the grass embankment around the overflow car park. The AGM is in July. The Parish Council support the
PFA by paying 50% of their insurance costs.

APM2507 Community Emergency Plan: Councillors and members of the public discussed options for
forming a community emergency plan for the village. A meeting was held recently with members of the public
and representatives from the parish council. Concerns were raised about the power outages in the village and
the lack of mobile phone signal when this happens. The power outage problem in North Duffield has been
raised with North Yorkshire Parish Liaison team and they are looking into the potential for inviting the utility /
power company/ companies to an area committee meeting. Power outages impact a large number of
communities across the Selby area. This might increase the likelihood of securing attendance by the relevant
company or companies and as a public meeting, residents could attend.

It was explained that although the parish council would support the formation of a Community Emergency Plan
group, it would need to be managed by another voluntary community group. It was resolved that each area of
the village generally look out for their own neighbours and check in on vulnerable parishioners when there is a
power cut. It was also noted that it is rare that the whole village is without power at the same time so each area
can support others who may be vulnerable. It was resolved to encourage this by putting a protocol in Round Up
requesting that residents are socially aware and inform them what action to take in the event of an emergency
or power cut.

Refreshment break.
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APM2508 Nature Recovery Area: Parishioner, Elaine Blake, gave an introduction to Nature Recovery and what
parishioners could do to help promote biodiversity within the Parish. A community group has been set up to
share ideas and enhance sites designated to conservation and wildlife rich places. The group would like to
encourage residents to take small steps to get involved such as giving up a small area of their gardento a
wildlife area, create a hedgehog highway with their neighbours, protect hedgerows, create nesting boxes etc.
APM2509 Parish-to-do list: Cllr Hemingway summarised the outstanding tasks the Parish Council would like
to do over the next year including; install a drainage channel on the pond patio, the pond/village green electrics
need upgrading, the benches around the pond need varnishing, the water pump needs re-staining, the village
signs and bus stop signs need cleaning, the pavements need ‘siding’ off, the trees need trimming near the
Coronation bench on School Lane, the defibrillator/telephone box needs re-painting, the PC storage container
needs painting. A ‘village tidy up’ date will be advertised in Round Up and on Facebook but more volunteers are
needed to assist with these tasks.

APM2510 Community Speedwatch: The Community Speedwatch is ongoing. The team undertook the Speed
Watch in early May at one of the newly approved locations at the edge of the village, on York Road out to
Skipwith. In the 30-minute session they recorded a total of 78 vehicles pass, of which 18 were over the
maximum permitted speed limit of 36 miles per hour (30mph + 10% + 2 = 35). The highest speed recorded was
55 miles per hour, in the 30 limit. This figure showed almost a quarter of those entering the village from that side
were speeding. It was also felt that many others had been alerted to the Speed Watch activity taking place by
cars leaving the village. The details of all vehicles recorded as being over 36 mph have been forwarded to the
North Yorkshire Police Community Speed Watch team to enable them to follow up. Most will receive a letter
reminding them to drive within the speed limits with additional action taken against repeat offenders or those
severely breaking the speed limit. Many thanks to our community volunteers for supporting this activity. The
team hope to complete this activity once every month as a minimum but this is dependent on the availability of
volunteers. Each session takes 1 hour maximum, and all training is provided. The team will try to arrange
sessions across weekdays and weekends, as well as different times of the day to enable as many volunteers as
possible to take part. Any new volunteers will be warmly welcomed to the group.

The Vehicle Activated Speed camera on the A163 is being monitored by the Parish Council and the results will
be available in the monthly PC minutes in due course.

APM2511 Open forum: The following issues were raised by members of public present;

Report that the village verges that have been damaged by the fibre contractor, Quickline. Clerk to report this to
Highways/Quickline.

Request for a 20mph speed limit outside the village school. A request has been put forward to NYC. Awaiting
action.

Footpath requested for Green Lane. It was explained that the developers of Winfield Close, (the new houses at
the entrance to Green Lane) have now started work to install a path.

Concerns raised about the speeding on Green Lane. Clerk to make a request to NYC to see if a VAS sign can be
installed. It was explained that the Community Speedwatch team cannot operate down Green Lane due to
monitoring protocol.

Arequest was made to install a ‘Stop’ sign at the York Road end of Green Lane. This has previously been
rejected by NYC but the PC will make another request.

Request for double yellow lines on Green Lane near the corner of Maple Drive. PC to discuss at the next
meeting.

It was reported that North Duffield Primary school has currently got two vacancies for school governors. It was
also noted that the school gets very little external funding.

Concerns raised that there is very little for teenagers to do in the village on an evening and a youth club would
be welcomed. This has previously been investigated by the Parish Council however no volunteers came forward
to run it. If members of the village want to take this forward the Parish Council will support it.

The Over 60’s club registered thanks to the Parish Council for their continued financial support to the club.

APM2512 Meeting close: Councillor Hemingway thanked parishioners for attending and contributing to the
meeting. It was also noted that it was good to see so many parishioners attend.

Meeting closed at 21.00hrs.
Signed:

(Chairman)
Date:



Appendix 1
CHAIR’S REPORT APRIL 2024 - MARCH 2025

The Parish Council (PC) met on the agreed 11 occasions (there being no August meeting as per usual). In
addition, the Annual Parish Meeting was held on 16" May 2024.

The PC would not function without the continued support and guidance from our clerk, Sally Look. We would th
erefore like to formally record our acknowledgment and appreciation of Sally, who has consistently exceeded h
erremit in updating us on issues arising, keeping us legally compliant, managing our finances and in
implementing the decisions we have made.

Below is a summary of the various events and activities undertaken/supported by the PC over the preceding 12
months.

Events

The events subcommittee once again organised a Summer Fair and the Christmas Market, both of which were
well received. The PC provided the financial support to cover the cost of portable toilets, printing and distributio
n of leaflets and additional Christmas lighting. Our thanks go to Anytime Skips for providing a skip free of
charge. A raffle to raise further funds for the purchase of additional Christmas lights raised £500. Our thanks go
to the Kings Arms for their generous support and donation, and to Stuart Brown who provided the TV raffle prize.

Christmas

The Christmas nativity scene was again favourably received. The Christmas lights switch on combined with the
Christmas Market was a huge success with many positive comments received from traders as well as resident.
The donkey which forms an important part of the nativity scene was refurbished with help from Brownies/
Rainbows. The challenge is how we build on this success for next Christmas!

Bus Services
In line with other parish councils along the route we continued to support via subsidy the retention of the Friday
and Saturday evening bus service to/from York operated by East Yorkshire.

Village Maintenance
York Landscapes Ltd successfully completed their first year having won the contract for 2024. The general
feeling is standards have improved to the extent that we have awarded the contract to York Landscapes 2025.

Village Green
Further improvements were made to the village green, surrounding pond area and to the pond island.

Parish Council Container
As reported last year, the PC purchased a container to store various assets. This is now in use and has enabled
all PC assets to be securely stored in one location.

Speeding
Speeding along both the A163 and York Road remains a concern, and the PC continues to lobby NYC on further

traffic calming measures. However, the requested 30mph speed limit along the A163 is unlikely to be
successfully achieved. The Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS), which collates vehicle speeds but not number plates,
remains in situ and the data is available for analysis. The community speed watch group has been active
throughout the year, any instances of speeding that were recorded have been passed on to the relevant
authority. In 2025, a new team will be running this and additional volunteers are always welcome, training will
be provided.

Highways

The chair once again met with a representative from Highways and completed a village survey. Several points
were raised, some of which have/will be actioned. These include-

-Remedial work to white/yellow lining throughout the village.

-The state of the road surface on Green Lane in several places.

-The movement of the 30mph signage on York Road further towards Skipwith.



-The possibility of Green Lane becoming a one-way system around the pond.

Other items in brief include -

-The PC continued its support in contributing 50% of the insurance costs associated with the North Duffield
and Skipwith Playing Fields Association.

-Support was given to the primary school to cover the cost of the Christingle.

-The village asset register was updated.

-The ‘stable’ on the island pond was replaced.

-The village litter pick was held on 5™ October, with members of the public and Rainbows/Brownies joining
with PC members to facilitate this.

-The roof of the marquee, which was damaged beyond repair in the storms of 2023, was replaced. We are
extremely grateful to Karl Arthur, our NYC District Councillor for funding the majority of this from his locality
budget.

Precept
Given the additional costs faced by the PC we took the decision to raise the precept by 4.2% for the year 25/26,

a much smaller increase than the 9.8% for 24/25. Any decision to raise the precept is not taken lightly, but the
continuing increased costs of utilities, maintenance and insurance made this inevitable.

Power Cuts

The PC is well aware of the continued issue regarding the frequent power cuts that affect all or part of the
village. We have lobbied our MP, NYC and Northern Powergrid to seek immediate improvements. However, this
is not likely to happen in the short term due to cost issues associated with the infrastructure.

As we enter the new year our priority remains to support the village for the benefit of all residents.

Key initiatives include;

-Repeat of the Summer Fair (to be held on Saturday 5" July) and Christmas Market and Christmas Lights
switch-on (to be held on Sunday 30" November).

-Tree survey to assess the state of the trees on the village green.

-Continuation of the community speed watch.

-Future proof update to the electrics on the village green, and installation of additional electrics.
-Lobbying of Highways to improve the state of the roads in the village.

-The support of appropriate development, especially affordable homes.

-The village litter pick, date to be decided.

Renny Hemingway
Chair

Appendix 2
District Councillor Arthur report 2025

North Yorkshire Council continues to be Conservative led and is building on over 25 years of stable government
making sound decisions not taking knee jerk decisions or chasing populist causes for headlines sake. Itis the
largest geographical council in the country and has one of the largest populations of any local authority.

However, the financial decision is how dire with the new government having little understanding of the costs
and pressures faced by rural councils in general and this one in particular. In particular withdrawing the £14.3
million rural services support funding at a stroke and without any transitional period is adding hugely to our
financial challenges. This together with the failure to fully fund the employers National Insurance increase and
receiving smaller than expected general grant support has left us with a black hole of about £22 million. We
have faced the largest hit of all rural councils. The council launched a legal challenge to the withdrawal of the
rural services support grant as the decisions behind it are not sound. However, this has been dropped owing to
the fact the government has agreed to meet with senior officers and councillors to discuss the situation going
forward.



Demand continues to rise for services, especially for older people. In many ways this is good because it means
that people are living longer. However, it increases costs owing to the fact that older people tend to need more
care. There is also a growing demand for children with special educational needs, including home to school
transport. Our transport bill has risen from £20 million before the pandemic to £50 million now. Regrettably,
unpopular decisions have now had to be made about limiting home to school transport to the legal minimum.

Fortunately, since the unification of the council nearly £40 million of savings have been made. We have
reduced the number of senior managers and rationalised in some other departments where there was overlap.
In addition, we are disposing of unnecessary buildings and will continue to do so going forward.

Unfortunately, the financial situation dictates that we still had to raise the council tax by the maximum amounts
allowed. That is 4.99% consisting of 2% for the social care levy and 2.99% for the general precept. Had the
rural support grant not been removed then the likelihood is that because of the savings made this increase
would have been lower or possibly even frozen.

On better news, we are addressing the affordable homes crisis by allocating all our second homes precept into
housing schemes. So far we are the only council to do this. This is in addition to the 500 extra council houses
we are planning to build over the coming five years.

Turning to the local plan we face a challenge to find sites and then deliver the mandatory housing targets of
around 4200 houses per year under the new NPPF which came into effect last December. If we don’t deliver
the government is likely to either fine us or put the authority into special measures. We had to drop the Selby
Local Plan because of this decision as it was no longer tenable given the increase in dwellings required under
the new targets. North Yorkshire Councilis now preparing a new local plan and the initial consultation (the
issues and options consultation) will be opening on Monday 19" May and will remain open until 9" July. | will
forward on the timescales for the other consultations and completion dates relating to the plan once | receive
them.

After ten years of operation, although we are reducing it in half to £5,000, we will maintain the locality budget
for each member to support our communities. So, if you have a small project you want support with please let
me know. Minimum grant awarded is £300 and it cannot be used towards wages.

We are currently undergoing an electoral review and the electoral commission have issued proposals in
response to those earlier submitted by North Yorkshire Council having been drawn up by the boundary review
working group consisting of members of all political groups who sit on the council and approved by full council
in February. For North Duffield the proposals are that it will be put into a new Cliffe and Escrick Division, along
with the parishes of Escrick, Skipwith, Thorganby, Cliffe and Hemingbrough. The electoral commission have
accepted this and are also proposing no changes to current parish boundaries in North Duffield.

There is a consultation ongoing at the present time at which parish councils and parishioners can give their
opinions if they wish. The consultation closes on 9" June. Once the consultation closes the commission will
review any further evidence received and will publish its final recommendations on 2™ September 2025.
Subject to parliamentary approval these will be the divisional and parish boundaries we enter the elections in
May 2027.

On more local matters | know that there are strong opinions on the planning application at Gothic Farm. | still
don’t have a date when this will be coming before the Planning Committee but will continue to chase them for
one.

In relation to Springfield Farm House, there is now an enforcement notice in place which will take effect on 23
May but can be appealed until that date. Once in effect, the notice requires the applicant to implement an
approved scheme in relation to the footpath and bin store and this must be carried out at the latest six months
from the date the enforcement takes place.

Appendix 3



Keir Mather MP: Update to North Duffield Parish Council

| wanted to start this update by sending my apologies for tonight’s Parish Council meeting. | have had a busy
few months in Parliament, where | have been working on the passage of the Crime and Policing Bill, legislation
which, amongst other things, aims to better equip our police to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour.

In the past few months, both locally and in Parliament, | have been continuing to work hard on my key local
campaigns, including fighting for better provision for children with Special Educational Needs and for better
public transport. | am acutely aware that the absence of a functional bus service is a big issue for people in
North Duffield, and it’s all the more frustrating given the village’s relative proximity to the A19 which boasts an
excellent bus service through the route 415. | remain keen to explore potential solutions to this, including

the potential for a small, ‘hopper’ style bus which could connect the village to the A19 where the 415 provides
a service every 15 minutes between Selby and York. | regret that North Yorkshire Council have repeatedly
refused to consider such a plan, but | will continue to make the point to the Mayor who has in the past five
weeks taken over responsibility for public transport in our region.

| know that lots of local people are also taking an interest in the new forthcoming local plan for our county, so |
thought it might be helpfulif | outline the position that | can take on planning. As your Member of Parliament, |
have no direct control over planning matters, and | think it is important to be straightforward with people about
that. As you may well be aware, these decisions are the responsibility of the local authority, and in some
instances, the Planning Inspectorate. Whilst | don't have decision-making authority on any local planning
application, | am always happy make representations on behalf of my constituents and raise any feedback or
concerns with North Yorkshire Council or the Planning Inspectorate. | know from my own experience just how
difficult the online planning portals and consultations are to navigate, so | want to make sure that everyone can
have their voice heard.

As North Duffield’s MP, my foremost priorities remain unchanged - supporting policies which put more money
in your pockets, getting the healthcare system back on its feet with more GP and dentist appointments, and
supporting the police so that they can make our streets safer. As well as supporting measures to achieve this in
Westminster, it remains the privilege of my life to serve as your local MP, and it is one | take enormously
seriously. My team and | continue to support local people —we’ve now opened in excess of 12,000 individual
pieces of casework and have had some excellent results, which | continue to publicise on my Facebook page
every few weeks.



