
NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk/RFO: Mrs S Look, 72 Main Street, Wheldrake, York, YO19 6AA 

clerk@northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th July 2025 

Chapel Schoolroom, North Duffield 
 

Part 1 

25100. In attendance and declarations of interest: Cllrs R Arrand, S Donoghue, R Hemingway (Chair), M 
Patten, L Richardson, M Walton, D Wint. S Look (Clerk). Members of the public. Divisional Councillor K Arthur. 
Apologies: Cllr B Wells and Cllr S Brown. 
25101. Declarations of interest: None. 
25102. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 5th June 2025 were proposed by Cllr Patten, 
seconded by Cllr Walton and unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record.  
25103. Receive Divisional Councillor and PCSO report: 

a. Cllr Arthur confirmed that his funding budget is now open for applications. It was resolved to apply for 
funding towards two pop up marquees for village events. Cllr Hemingway to get a quote to present to 
councillors at the next meeting. £1250 to be allocated to each parish council in Cllr Arthurs division.  

b. PCSO Gaskell had nothing to report. She thanked the Parish Council for having her and her colleagues 
at the Summer Fete.    

25104. Matters arising:  
a. Summer fete update. Another successful event took place on 5th July. Positive feedback received from 

residents and well attended. An example of feedback given; ‘Darling Buds of May. That is what it was like 
in North Duffield today. It was like stepping back in time to a quaint little village with its duck pond, 
village green, local pub, all sat about on bails of straw sipping tea after browsing through the craft stalls, 
absolutely idyllic!’ Total raised for the Christmas lights fund; £176 from tea/coffee and raffle. £489.60 
from the tombola’ (to add to the £500 raised from the Christmas fete). Councillors noted thanks to 
resident Gary Dickinson who has pledged to donate an extra £100 towards the Christmas lights fund. 
Thanks go to all the councillors and volunteers who helped on the day and prior to the event, Cllr 
Hemingway for donating the TV for the raffle, Cllr Wint for organising the classic cars on display, the 
local PCSO from North Yorkshire Police and her team of volunteers and all the stallholders. It was 
resolved to hold the 2026 summer fete on Saturday 4th July 2026.  

b. Village tidy up on Saturday 19th July. Arrangements confirmed. Clerk to advertise. Volunteers needed.  
c. Proposed mobile library. NYC are aiming to start the service from October 2025. Clerk and Chairman to 

meet with the Area Librarian in August to discuss locations and timing.   
d. Councillors noted the legacy to be received from the estate of Brian Burgess. Options for expenditure to 

commemorate his life were discussed and it was resolved to replace the two wooden benches on the 
village green near the pond with a new resin one. Cllr Brown has agreed to make a commemorative 
plaque for it.    

25105. Highways update: 
a. The Community Speedwatch team have carried out monitoring on Market Weighton/ Selby Road in 

which one motorist was exceeding the speed limit. More volunteers are needed to help with monitoring 
in order to carry out more speed checks.  

b. Highways matters. Green Lane resurfacing is scheduled for 15th to 17th October (weather permitting).   
c. No further progress on the ‘Please drive slowly’ signs at the entrances to the village.  
d. No update on the VAS sign statistics this month.  
e. Damaged to the verge outside Inglenook. No further update.   
f. Streetlight (LP18) has been replaced outside of Plum Tree Cottage, York Road. This has now been 

installed. Awaiting invoice from NYC to follow up with NFU Mutual.  
g. Options for reducing speeding on Green Lane (signage and paint on road when resurfaced). No update.  
h. Requested yellow lines on Green Lane near the A163 junction and new houses and also on Green Lane 

near Gothic Farm.  
i. Quickline have confirmed they will do an inspection regarding the state of the road/footpaths in the 

village since the full fibre contract work. Clerk to request a date for Cllr Hemingway to meet the Build 
Manager to discuss this.   
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j. Report of dangerous parking on Main Street at the junction of Manor Drive and the junction of Back 
Lane/Main Street. The PCSO is going to monitor the situation and take necessary action if required. To 
request escalation.  

k. No further update from NYC regarding complaint about the weeds and graffiti on the snicket between 
Westfield Road and Westend Close. To remove the weeds on the village tidy up day.  

25106. Planning Applications: 
a. ZG2025/0546/CPE. Blackwood Pig Farm, Cornelious Way, North Duffield. Lawful development 

certificate for existing change of use of land and units from agricultural to general industrial (B2). 
Comments by 11th July 2025 (extension for comments granted). It was resolved to object on the basis 
that an application should have been made prior to the change of use.  

25107. Ongoing planning matters: 
a. North Yorkshire Council Local Plan. Consultations ongoing until Tuesday 15 July 2025 at midnight. It 

was resolved to respond to the consultation and challenge the methodology used. Cllr Hemingway to 
circulate the proposed response to councillors.  

b. Enforcement ref; 2024/0201/LCOND. Planning ref: 2021/1353/FUL / ZG2023/0559/DOC. Land Adjacent 
A163 Market Weighton Road. Footway not completed despite houses now being occupied. Planning 
Enforcement order served. No update at this stage.  

c. Light Valley Solar. Statutory Pre-Application Consultation: 26th June to 7th August 2025. Councillors 
object to development that uses good agricultural land. They would like to protect the best and most 
versatile agricultural land (land which should be protected under planning policy) and would prefer to 
see this type of development to be built on industrial land.  

25108. Planning Decisions: 
a. ZG2024/0320/FULM. Plantation House Farm. Skipwith Common Road, North Duffield. Conversion and 

reconstruction of 4 barns to create 6 dwelling. REFUSED.  
25109.  Public time: 

a. Member of the public reported that landfill is encroaching on the hedgerow on Menthorpe Lane and 
very close to the lane itself. Advised resident to report concerns direct to North Yorkshire Council.  

b. Concerns raised about the timing of the hedge cutting on the village green and concerns that birds were 
nesting. Councillors agreed to amend the maintenance contract next year to specify dates for the two 
cuts per year. Cllr Hemingway to also speak to the contractor about leaving a buffer on the A163 as 
requested by resident. 

c. Nature Recovery update given. Information handed to residents at both North Duffield Summer Fete 
and Skipwith fete. Resident to publish some further information in Round Up and give a talk to the local 
History Society.  

25110.  Financial matters: 
a. Options put forward for projects to use the £5,392.54 CIL funding are; a one-way system on ‘The Green’, 

extending the footpath on York Road towards Hugh Field Lane, installation of a defibrillator on Green 
Lane. Clerk to get quotes and consider at the September meeting.  

b. Finance report noted and transactions approved for payment as follows: 
Account balance and reconciliation:  

  Current 
Account 

Savings 
Account 

a. Account balances as at 29th May 2025 £6558.47 £25.406.20 
b. Transactions made since last meeting (approved at 

the last meeting): 
  

 Unity; May monthly service charge -£6.00  
 S Look; May expenses -£50.36  
 S Look; McAfee security annual subscription -£109.99  
 AWA tree inspection on village green -£420.00  
 York Landscapes; Additional charge for Oct 2024 -£72.00  
 History society funding -£578.00  
 R Heminway; expenses -£7.98  
c. Payments made since the last meeting under clerks 

delegated powers: 
  

 S Look; June salary As agreed  
 Unity; June monthly service charge -£6.00  



 NYC; streetlight maintenance 2024-25 -£203.10  
 York Landscapes; May village maintenance -£729.60  
 R Hemingway; village event giant games -£153.68  
 S Look; June expenses -£93.27  
 Anytime skip hire; summer fete -£168.00  
 HMRC; clerks salary -£20.44  
d. Receipts since the last meeting:   
 NYC: CIL refund  £5,392.54  
 NYC: grass cutting refund  £402.32 
 Summer fete stall £150.00  
 Unity; savings credit interest  £151.11 
e.  Internal transfer:   
f.  Account balances as at 2nd July 2025 £3536.77 £31354.17 
g. To approve the following payments:   
 R Hemingway; Tombola drum for village events -£41.99  
 York Landscapes; June village maintenance  -£729.60  
 T Nicholson; village hanging baskets -£624.00  
 JRB Enterprise; dog bin bags -£130.26  
 M Patten; postcrete -£7.98  

It was resolved to approve the above payments.  
25111. Village Green and Maintenance: 

a. Village ‘to do’ list to be updated after the village tidy up.  
b. Marquee still to be cleaned and repaired.  
c. The renovation of the circular bench on the village green is progressing.  
d. Tree survey on the village green has identified concerns regarding the Oak tree. It was resolved to 

undertake a tomographic PiCUS test on stem to further assess extent of potential decay. It was also 
recommended removal of significant deadwood within southern crown overhanging seating. It was 
reported by a member of the public present that a Red Oak is growing fast and overshadowing two other 
trees.  

25112. Correspondence: 
a. YLCA White Rose updates and training dates noted. Cllr Patten to attend the branch meeting on behalf 

of the Parish Council.  
b. NYC will be stopping the supply of clinical waste containers to residents in the former Scarborough 

Borough Council and Selby District Council areas from the end of July. Noted. 
c. Village green electricity smart meter fault. Awaiting date for inspection to be confirmed by Scottish 

Power.  
d. Telephone box Defibrillator update – new battery required. Clerk dealing with Welmedical to fix it as the 

previous battery is only two years old (should last five years). It is currently ‘not ready’ so out of action. 
Clerk to notify residents on the Village Forum.  

e.  It was noted that a resident has kindly sent the clerk drone footage of the village for use by the Parish 
Council.  

25113. Meeting close: 
a. Councillors confirmed the date for the next Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on Thursday 4th 

September 2025 in the Schoolroom of North Duffield Methodist Chapel. 

Part 2 

25114. Confidential business: To consider and resolve whether to exclude the Public and Press on the 
grounds that matters for discussion affect individual staff matters / procedures / legal / financial issues.  
25115.  Community development: Options for future development in the village discussed and ways the 
Parish Council can prepare for a growing population.  

 
Meeting closed at 20.30hrs.  
Signed: 
(Chairman) 
 
Date:  


