
NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk/RFO: Mrs S Look, 72 Main Street, Wheldrake, York, YO19 6AA 

clerk@northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th November 2025 

Chapel Schoolroom, North Duffield 
 

Part 1 

25152. In attendance and declarations of interest: Cllrs R Arrand, S Brown, S Donoghue, R Hemingway 
(Chair), L Richardson, M Walton, D Wint. S Look (Clerk). Members of the public. Divisional Councillor K Arthur. 
Apologies: Cllr M Patten. 
25153. Declarations of interest: None. 
25154. Co-option of new councillor: No new applications received. To be readvertised.  
25155. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 2nd October 2025 were proposed by Cllr 
Brown, seconded by Cllr Hemingway and unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record.  
25156. Receive Divisional Councillor and PCSO report: 

a. It was noted that Cllr Arthur has deflected from Conservative to the Reform party. Cllr Arthur reiterated 
that he has got a small amount of funding available this year (£950). Clerk to send Cllr Arthur the details 
for the modular extension for the marquee the Parish Council would like to order for village events. This 
costs £1315. Cllr Arthur attended the Area committee meeting and a discussion took place regarding 
the infrequency of buses from the area to Selby. It was agreed that North Duffield Parish Council will 
consider financially supporting a minibus service that will go to Cliffe, North Duffield, Hemingbrough, 
Brough, Osgodby, Skipwith, Thorganby and Barlby. Further details to follow.      

b. No update from PCSO Gaskell.    
25157. Matters arising:  

a. Village litter pick and tidy up day took place on Saturday 11th October 2025. 12 people attended 
including the parish councillors. The pond area was tided up and fence repaired on Gamrudding. Clerk 
to contact the contractors to request a pond hedge cut before the Christmas lights are put up on 22nd 
November.   

b. The new mobile library service will visit the village and park in the car park of the Kings Arms pub on 
Monday 19th Jan 2026, 10am and will come once a fortnight. Cllr Hemingway to inform the Kings Arms 
and arrange for bollards to be put out. 

c. Installation of a legacy bench on the green in memory of Brian Burgess. Awaiting further instructions 
from the family of Mr Burgess. A request has been made to scatter the ashes on the village green. It was 
explained that ashes should not be scattered on public lawned areas. They would be disturbed when 
the grass is cut, or worse discarded with the grass clippings and they do not bio-degrade into the 
ground. Scattering ashes on a flower bed or shrub bed nearby would possibly be a better option if at all. 
They cannot be buried as the green would have to classed as a burial and it would need to be recorded 
by the Parish Council as a public record. Cllr Hemingway to speak to the executors to discuss further.     

d. Christmas Market and light switch on; 1pm until 5pm on Sunday 30th November 2025. Santa parade at 
5pm and light switch on at 5,30pm. Set up will be Saturday 22nd November with 23rd November as a 
contingency. Cllr Arrand arranging the tractor. Clerk has purchased further Christmas lights at a cost of 
£756.04 which will be deducted out of the Christmas lights fund. High Vis jackets to be located for 
volunteer helpers. It was agreed not to do a raffle this year. Member of the public is supplying the straw 
bales.    

e. Community Assets; current community assets registered for North Duffield are the village shop and 
pub. The shop registration expires in December 2028 and the pub in January 2029. It was confirmed that 
we cannot nominate residential property, including gardens, outbuilding and other associated land.    

25158. Highways update: 
a. Community Speedwatch. A new member of the community has volunteered to join the group.  
b. Highways update. Yellow lines have now been installed near the Kings Arms pub. 
c. No further progress on the ‘Please drive slowly’ signs at the entrances to the village.  
d. No update on the VAS sign statistics this month. Monk Fryston Parish Council have requested support 

regarding changing North Yorkshire Council's Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) protocol. At present, North 
Yorkshire Council only permits standard VAS, while Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) (which research 
consistently shows to be more effective at reducing speeding, particularly among the fastest drivers) 
are not authorised. Studies indicate that SID installations: Deliver stronger speed reductions than 
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standard VAS; Target high-end speeders, who are most likely to cause collisions; Reduce injury 
collisions by approximately 30%, with further benefits in rural and semi-rural areas; Maintain lasting 
speed reduction effects, particularly when signs are rotated strategically. Despite this evidence, the 
council has indicated that the use of SIDs is not under consideration, citing the Traffic Signs 
Regulations and General Directions (TSRGD) and past member decisions. While officers are 
constrained by TSRGD, experience elsewhere shows that councils can trial SIDs under local discretion 
or with Department for Transport approval. Many SIDs can be found in neighbouring Leeds City Council 
areas. Given the potential road safety benefits and community interest. Councillors resolved to support 
this campaign and write to North Yorkshire Council Highways department.  

e. No further update from NYC on the damage to the verge outside Inglenook. In 2020 the Highways 
Officer confirmed that residents were advised to reframe from crossing the highway and were told they 
could apply for a vehicle crossing. Chair and clerk to follow up with Highways and Planning 
Enforcement.  

f. No update on the request made to NYC for speed reduction measures on Green Lane (signage and 
paint on road when resurfaced). 

g. No update on the request for yellow lines on Green Lane near the A163 junction and new houses and on 
Main Street/Back Lane junction near Gothic Farm to alleviate dangerous parking in that area.  

h. Request to make Green Lane a ‘one way’ system. NYC Highways are looking at options and are putting 
together a scheme with a quotation.  

25159. Planning Applications: 
a. ZG2025/1051/HPA. Holmewood, York Road, North Duffield. Erection of a detached garage. Comments 

by 7th November 2025. No comments.  
25160. Ongoing planning matters: 

a. North Yorkshire Council Local Plan. No further update.  
b. Enforcement ref; 2024/0201/LCOND. Planning ref: 2021/1353/FUL / ZG2023/0559/DOC. Land Adjacent 

A163 Market Weighton Road. Footway not complete despite houses now being occupied. No update.  
c. Re: ZG2023/0719/FUL. Land Off Selby Road North Duffield. Construction of a field access and gate. 

Planning query regarding dropped kerb requirements at the pavement. Planning have confirmed that 
dropped kerbs were not a requirement of the planning application. Resolved to escalate this to 
Highways as concerns raised for the safety of residents using wheelchairs and pushchairs.  

25161. Planning Decisions: 
a. No planning decisions received.  

25162.  Public time:  
a. Concern again raised about the dangerous location of the road work traffic lights on the A163. It was 

noted that Highways should have not allowed this. Cllr Hemingway has reported this to Highways.  
b. Concern raised about the hedge that had been removed as part of planning application 

ZG2023/0719/FUL. Land Off Selby Road North Duffield. Construction of a field access and gate. 
Resident requested the applicant should be made to replant a hedge elsewhere as part of the planning 
conditions.  

c. Nature Recovery Group has agreed with residents to put up 6 House martin/Swift boxes. The Parish 
Council will purchase the boxes (approximate cost will be £200 to the Parish Council). The Nature 
Recovery group will next meet in November; dates have been put in Round Up. Request made that Cllr 
Patten reports back at the next meeting about the session he attended on biodiversity.    

25163.  Financial and Governance matters: 
a. Councillors discussed options for projects to use the CIL funding on. To add to the existing £5392.54, 

CIL the Parish Council have now received an additional £3095.99 from planning ref: 2021/1353/FUL – 
Land adjacent A163, Market Weighton Road, North Duffield. Still awaiting costs of the proposed One-
Way System on Green Lane. Highways have suggested we do an information consultation and send 
them a copy. If someone objects it does not automatically get thrown out as he previously implied. A 
report would then be sent to the Corporate Director and the Council’s Business and Environmental 
Services Executive Members for consideration as to the next course of action. Resolved to do a leaflet 
drop to residents in that area.  

b. Clerk to order a replacement defibrillator and cabinet for Main Street (cost is £1318) and a new 
defibrillator for Green Lane would be (£1318 and new post is £845.64). Cllr Wint has agreed to do the 
weekly checks on the new Green Lane defibrillator and take delivery of both. The cost would be offset 
against the CIL funding. It was agreed to purchase child /adult compatible pads for both defibrillators.  



c. Another resident has suggested using the CIL to purchase oxygenation measures for the pond like a 
floating aerator. It was noted that we have already got one awaiting to be fitted but will look at 
purchasing a larger one.   

d. PFA are looking at options to apply for some of the CIL funds for additional improvements at the playing 
field such as an outdoor table tennis or chess table.  

e. Resolved to spend some of the CIL for the electricity upgrade on the village green.   
f. A request was made to use the CIL to complete the footpath on Green Lane which concerns six 

properties. Previous objections raised from residents on Green Lane as it would impact on their 
hedges. Councillors were also reminded that the footpath would not be wide enough as it needs to be 
1.2m so it is not viable.  

g. Councillors to consider options for expenditure in 2026/27 and the precept rate to be decided at the 
December parish council meeting. If the precept remains at £22,800 for 2026/27 band D residents will 
be paying slightly less for the parish precept (1.40% decrease £42.35 from £42.95 annual charge). 
However, the overall council tax is likely to increase for NYC charges.    

h. Finance report noted and transactions approved for payment as follows: 
Account balance and reconciliation:  

  Current Account Savings Account 
a. Account balances as at 24th September 2025 £3166.72 £26354.17 
b. Transactions made since last meeting (approved at 

the last meeting): 
  

 York Landscapes; September maintenance -£729.60  
 Unity service charge d/d– September -£6.00  
 S Look; September salary As agreed  
 Zurich Municipal; Annual insurance -£846.46  
 HMRC; Clerks salary -£61.38  
c. Payments made since the last meeting under clerks 

delegated powers: 
  

 S Look; Christmas lights and accessories -£756.04  
 Scottish Power: Village Green electricity -£80.25  
 AWA tree consultants; PiCUS Survey and Report  -£120.00  
 HMRC; Clerks salary -£27.16  
 S Look; October salary As agreed  
d. Receipts since the last meeting:   
 NYC; Precept 2nd instalment  £11,400.00 
 Unity; Credit interest  £160.30 
 K Patrick; Christmas Market stall £20.00  
 K Keen; Christmas Market stall £20.00  
 J Cullingworth; Christmas Market stall £45.00  
 CIL payment; Land off A163  £3095.99 
 J Hannah; Christmas Market stall £20  
 E Furniss: Christmas Market stall £25  
e.  Internal transfer: £3000.00 -£3000.00 
  £3000.00 -£3000.00 
f.  Account balances as at 30th October 2025 £5495.06 £35,010.46 
g. To approve the following payments:   
 Unity service charge d/d– October -£6.00  

It was resolved to approve the above payments.  
25164. Village Green and Maintenance: 

a. Village ‘to do’ list to be updated in the Spring.  
b. Marquee to be cleaned and repaired in Spring.  
c. The renovation of the circular bench on the village green is expected to be installed in the near future. 

Delayed due to illness. Agreed to wait until the Spring.  
d. AWA Tree consultants have undertaken a tomographic PiCUS test to further assess extent of potential 

decay of the large Oak located near the duck pond (T13 within the report). A previous survey revealed 
T13 had several visible large wounds from historical pruning and had a fungal bracket at the eastern 
aspect of the base, which was identified to be likely Ganoderma sp. As a result of this they carried out a 



detailed assessment, beyond the standard visual inspection, using specialised diagnostic tools for T13. 
A formal, detailed inspection of the trees was conducted from ground level, focusing on detecting 
decay in the stem through the use of sonic tomography. Based on the findings, a risk assessment was 
carried out to evaluate potential tree-related hazards and, if necessary, mitigate them to an acceptable 
level. Tree T13 currently has a broadly acceptable level of risk. No works are recommended. They 
recommend re-inspection in 18 months to monitor the condition of the fungal fruiting body and confirm 
that no significant decay develops. 

e. Allotment hedge still needs cutting. Hedge cutter has been unavailable. Cllr Arrand to organise.  
f. Councillors resolved to remove the dog waste bag unit on the village green due to misuse. Expenditure 

has nearly doubled since this time last year. £226.75 spent in from April 2024 to April 2025. £217.10 
spent from 1st April 2025 to just the 1st October 2025.  

g. Cllr Patten requested an update on the grass seed wildflower turf area on the green. Cllr Richardson to 
follow it up with Lindum Turf.  

25165. Correspondence: 
a. YLCA White Rose updates and training dates noted.  
b. Parish Liaison October update noted. 
c. North Yorkshire Council (NYC) has been awarded funding to help deliver electric vehicle (EV) charging 

points at up to 14 sites across North Yorkshire. This means that NYC have the opportunity to help 
support rural communities in their transition to EVs by delivering renewable energy systems at remote 
sites, particularly in areas without off-street parking. This will not only enable local people to make the 
switch to EVs but will also ease the load on the energy grid and offer resilience in communities. They are 
looking for suitable locations to take part in this renewable pilot programme. It was resolved to ask the 
PFA and the Village Hall committee if they are interested in applying for this project. Deadline to register 
an interest is 15th December 2025.  

d. Cllr Arrand and Cllr Brown confirmed that they will continue as the village hall representatives on behalf 
of the Parish Council.  

25166. Meeting close: 
a. Councillors confirmed the date for the next Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on Thursday 4th 

December 2025 in the Schoolroom of North Duffield Methodist Chapel. The precept and budget for 
2026/27 will be determined at the December meeting.  

Part 2 

25167. Confidential business: To consider and resolve whether to exclude the Public and Press on the 
grounds that matters for discussion affect individual staff matters / procedures / legal / financial issues.  
25168.  Community development: Options for future development in the village and ways the Parish Council 
can prepare for a growing population to be discussed at a future meeting. 
25169. Flag damage: Remaining payment has still not been made. Clerk to follow up.   
25170. Village Maintenance: Resolved to advertise the Village Maintenance contract for 2026/27. There are no 
updates or amendments to the current contract. Hedge cutting to be done the first week of the contract and the 
last week of the contract.  

 
Meeting closed at 20.35hrs  
Signed: 
(Chairman) 
 
Date:  


