
NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk/RFO: Mrs S Look, 72 Main Street, Wheldrake, York, YO19 6AA 

clerk@northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th December 2025 

Chapel Schoolroom, North Duffield 
 
25171. In attendance and declarations of interest: Cllrs R Arrand, S Brown, R Hemingway (Chair), M Patten, 
M Walton. S Look (Clerk). Member of the public. Apologies: Cllrs D Wint, L Richardson and S Donoghue. 
25172. Declarations of interest: Cllr Hemingway declared an interest in item 25182d. 
25173. Co-option of new councillor: No new applications received. To be readvertised.  
25174. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 6th November 2025 were proposed by Cllr 
Walton seconded by Cllr Patten and unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record.  
25175. Receive Divisional Councillor and PCSO report: 

a. Cllr Arthur sent his apologies and reported that he has spoken to the other parish councils in the area 
about increasing the bus service to and from Selby. All seem to be in favour in principle of providing 
some support to increase services in the area. Also, the locality grant requested for the event gazebo 
has been approved by NYC.      

b. No update from PCSO Gaskell.    
25176. Matters arising:  

a. The Christmas Market and Light Switch on took place on 30th November 2025 which was again a 
success. £62 made on tea/coffee. Pizzas sold out. It was noted that more advertising needs to be done 
in advance for next year including a banner for those without access to social media and the internet. To 
consider an action plan for replacing / upgrading any of the lights / nativity at the next meeting. A 
resident has kindly purchased a new star for the Christmas lights display to replace the one that was 
damaged. Councillors thanked Claire Walker for her generous donation. Marquee to be taken down on 
6th December.    

b. No response from the Playing Fields to the suggestion made to apply to NYC for the installation of 
electric vehicle (EV) charging points at the playing fields. It was resolved that there is not enough space 
at the village hall as parking is limited. 

c. Power Cuts update sent from Keir Mather. Issues affecting the YO8 and LS25 postcode areas: Three 
fault locations, both overhead and underground, have now been identified and isolated. Generators are 
in place at two of these sites to maintain supply. The network has been reconfigured to provide an 
alternative power source, which has caused some voltage issues, particularly around Monk Fryston. 
Work is actively underway on all three faults. Some tree trimming is required, and access from Network 
Rail is needed. Access has now been granted, and work is planned for 20 November. Northern 
Powergrid are trying to bring this work forward. Keir Mather will keep pressing on resident’s behalf, 
holding Northern Powergrid’s to account on their planned improvements. He is also in the process of 
trying to arrange a date for a follow-up public meeting to allow people to put their questions directly to 
Northern Powergrid representatives. 

d. No update on the installation of a legacy bench on the green in memory of Brian Burgess.     
e. Update from Cllr Patten on the webinar he attended on ‘an introduction to biodiversity net gain (BNG) 

and other nature designations in the planning system’.  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
requires that planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment including by: minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity. When 
determining planning applications, local planning authorities should apply the following principles: (a) if 
significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on an 
alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, 
then planning permission should be refused; (b) development on land within or outside a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest…should not normally be permitted.; (c) development resulting in the loss or 
deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should 
be refused, unless there are wholly exceptional reasons.; (d) development whose primary objective is to 
conserve or enhance biodiversity should be supported”. Further info can be found at Biodiversity net 
gain - GOV.UK  

25177. Highways update: 
a. Community Speed Watch. No update.  
b. Highways update. No further update.  
c. No further progress on the ‘Please drive slowly’ signs at the entrances to the village.  
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d. No update on the VAS sign statistics this month.  
e. Request made to NYC to allow SID’s (Speed Indicator Devices) rather than VAS (Vehicle Activated Signs) 

to be erected in North Yorkshire catchment area. Highways have confirmed that the Council has no 
intention of permitting SID’s on the highway. The Council is aware that neighbouring authorities take a 
different approach, but members agreed some years ago that speed limit reminder type vehicle 
activated signs were the only option in the North Yorkshire. 

f. No further update from NYC on the damage to the verge outside Inglenook. Reported to Planning 
Enforcement. Ref: 025/0227/LCOND. Non completion of dropped kerb at Dalkeith, The Green. NYC 
Planning is now looking into this as a breach of planning conditions.  

g. No update on the request made to NYC for speed reduction measures on Green Lane (signage and 
paint on road when resurfaced). 

h. No further update on the request for yellow lines on Green Lane near the A163 junction and new houses 
and on Main Street/Back Lane junction near Gothic Farm to alleviate dangerous parking in that area.  

i. Request to make Green Lane a ‘one way’ system. NYC Highways are looking at options and are putting 
together a scheme with a quotation.  

25178. Planning Applications: 
a. ZG2025/1193/TPO. 2 Westfield Road, North Duffield. Canopy radius reduction by 2 meters to 1. No. Oak 

tree protected by TPO1/2001. Resolved to support this application.  
25179. Ongoing planning matters: 

a. North Yorkshire Council Local Plan. No further update.  
b. Enforcement ref; 2024/0201/LCOND. Planning ref: 2021/1353/FUL / ZG2023/0559/DOC. Land Adjacent 

A163 Market Weighton Road. Footway not yet complete despite houses now being occupied. Clerk to 
follow up with planning enforcement again.  

c. ZG2023/0719/FUL. Land Off Selby Road North Duffield. Construction of a field access and gate. Cllr 
Arthur has escalated this to the Customer Communications Manager at NYC Highways as concerns 
were raised for the safety of residents using wheelchairs and pushchairs. The need to drop the kerbs 
was identified and communicated to the contractor immediately after construction however the work 
was delayed. NYC has now had a site meeting to discuss the details and ensure the kerb-dropping 
works proceed without further delay. 

d. Springfield House Farm development planning breach. Enforcement notice served to the developer on 
16th April taking effect 23rd May 2025. The notice required them to implement the approved scheme in 
relation to the footpath and bin store within 6 months from the date the notice takes effect. This has not 
been done. Clerk to follow up with planning enforcement.  

25180. Planning Decisions: 
a. ZG2025/0970/TPO. Land At The Paddocks, York Road, North Duffield. Application for consent to remove 

dying limb back to the main fork at ground level to 1 No Ash tree covered by TPO 16/2022 land adjacent 
to 6 The Paddock. APPROVED.  

25181. Public time: 
a. Member of the public notified councillors that a planning application is going to be submitted to cut 

back the overhanging branches on the Beech tree at Gothic Farm. NYC Highways have requested the 
work as it is overhanging the highway.  

b. The Nature Recovery Group are going to work on the nature recovery BNG network mapping for the area.   
25182.  Financial and Governance matters: 

a. It was resolved to accept the quote for Village Maintenance for 2026-27 from York Landscapes. To add 
the allotment hedge cut to the contract and request that the pin kerbs around the village are cut back.  

b. Councillors resolved to accept the budget for 2026-27 and agreed to set the precept at £24,000. 3.79% 
increase on last years precept. Band D equivalent annual payment will increase from £42.95 to £44.60. 

c. CIL expenditure ongoing. Awaiting installation date from Highways for the defibrillator post on Green 
Lane before ordering the device to maximise its warranty.  

d. Councillors resolved to contribute £450 towards the transport to the Christingle Service at North 
Duffield Primary School pupils.  

e. Finance report noted and transactions approved for payment as follows: 
Account balance and reconciliation:  

  Current Account Savings Account 
a. Account balances as at 30th October 2025 £5495.06 £35,010.46 



b. Transactions made since last meeting (approved at 
the last meeting): 

  

 Unity service charge d/d– October -£6.00  
c. Payments made since the last meeting under clerks 

delegated powers: 
  

 Parish Online; annual website fee -£484.80  
 YLCA; Biodiversity webinar -£18.20  
 HMRC; clerks’ salary -£27.36  
 S Look; November expenses -£52.52  
 Autela Payroll Services; Aug to Nov 2025 -£84.00  
 E Furniss; Christmas market refund -£25.00  
d. Receipts since the last meeting:   
 C Butler (Partylite Candles); Christmas market Stall £20.00  
 B Phillips; Christmas market stall £20.00  
 J & M Fawcett (The Chutney Shack); Christmas market 

stall 
£20.00  

 E Hale; Christmas market stall £20.00  
e.  Internal transfer: Nil  
f.  Account balances as at 27th November 2025 £4877.18 £35010.46 
g. To approve the following payments:   
 S Look; November expenses -£59.48  
 S Look; November salary As agreed   
 S Look; Garden Centre voucher for B Wells -£50.00  
 North Duffield Primary School; Christingle Service -£450.00  
 R Hemingway; PC expenses -£59.96  
 R Arrand; Christmas expenses -£320.41  
 M Patten; Postcrete and rope -£29.91  

It was resolved to approve the above payments.  
25183. Village Green and Maintenance: 

a. Allotment hedge to be added to the village maintenance contract to be done in April.  
b. Wildflower turf area on the village green outstanding.   

25184. Village Representatives update: 
a. Cllr Brown gave an update on the Village Hall. Income is good and this year there has been investment 

into the upkeep of the facility including new wooden floors and future investment is planned. This 
includes an upgrade to kitchen with a new commercial dishwasher to be installed and new metal hand 
railings outside. Councillors raised the issue about ongoing issues when the bird auction takes place.  

b. Playing Field Association update. A proposal was made for a sub committee from the PC to meet with 
the PFA to look at ways of working together going forward. Cllrs Hemingway and Cllr Arrand to attend 
the next PFA meeting on 12th January.   

25185. Correspondence: 
a. YLCA White Rose updates and training dates noted.  
b. Parish Liaison November update noted. 
c. NYC Let’s Talk Money budget consultation now live. The survey will help to inform decisions on the 

2026/27 budget and the Council Plan to 2030. Closing date for comments 21st December 2025.  
d. Parish Council / NYC Highways workshops to be organised in January/February. Opportunity to invite 

the following other teams if required by PC’s: Streetworks – their remit is to manage utility works on the 
highway network and co-ordinate works across the County to minimise disruption; Traffic Engineering – 
amongst other things this Team deal with county wide requests for speed reductions, investigations into 
accidents on the highway network; Development Control – responsible for management/review of local 
Planning applications and their implications for the Public highway.  This not to be confused with the 
Planning Teams from the previous District/Borough Councils; Highway Asset Management Team – part 
of their remit is the development of the annual Capital Highways Programme across the County and the 
County wide grass cutting programme.  

e. Mobile Library to start on Monday 19th January 2026 at 10am in the Kings Arms car park and will visit the 
village once every four weeks. Cllr Hemingway to attend on the 19th January to ensure cones are put out.  



f. Resident has sent an email to NYC requesting they build a footpath/cycle path between North Duffield 
and Skipwith due to it being a busy road and the traffic speeds often in excess of 60mph. Noted.  

g. Thank you card from Mr B Wells. Noted.  
25186. Items for the next meeting and meeting close: 

a. To add events schedule for 2026 including diarising planning meetings to the next agenda.  
b. Councillors confirmed the date for the next Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on Thursday 8th 

January 2026 in the Schoolroom of North Duffield Methodist Chapel.   
 

Meeting closed at 20.30hrs  
Signed: 
(Chairman) 
 
Date:  


