
NORTH DUFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk/RFO: Mrs S Look, 72 Main Street, Wheldrake, York, YO19 6AA 

clerk@northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk www.northduffieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 
MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th January 2026 

Chapel Schoolroom, North Duffield 
 
26001. In attendance and declarations of interest: Cllrs R Arrand, S Brown, S Donoghue, R Hemingway 
(Chair), M Patten, L Richardson, M Walton and Cllrs D Wint. S Look (Clerk). Member of the public (J Taunton). 
Divisional Cllr Arthur. 
26002. Declarations of interest: Cllr Hemingway declared an interest in item 25182d. 
26003. Co-option of new councillor: It was resolved to co-opt John Taunton onto the Parish Council.  
26004. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 4th December 2025 were proposed by Cllr 
Walton seconded by Cllr Wint and unanimously agreed as a true and accurate record.  
26005. Receive Divisional Councillor and PCSO report: 

a. Cllr Arthur updated councillors on the potential improved bus service to Selby. He is waiting for one 
Parish Council to confirm interest and then a meeting will be arranged to discuss funding options and 
what contributions each Parish Council is willing to commit for the service to increase the level of 
service. 
Cllr Arthur confirmed that NYC will be increasing the council tax by 4.99% for the next three years.        

b. No update from PCSO Gaskell. Clerk to request a regular report again. Anti-social behaviour highlighted 
by a member of the public to the Chair of the Parish Council. It was noted that all incidents should be 
reported directly to the police (on 101 for non-emergency incidents) to ensure accurate information is 
reported at the time of the incident.    

26006. Matters arising:  
a. The deadline has now passed to apply to NYC for the installation of electric vehicle (EV) charging points 

in the village. 
b. The marquee damage has been assessed, and it was resolved that it can be fixed by councillors.  
c. Events schedule discussed at item 26015. 
d. It was confirmed that the Nativity Scene and Christmas lights will be taken down on Saturday 17th 

January 2026 at 12noon. Clerk to advertise on Facebook to request help from volunteers. Cllr Arrand to 
arrange for the Christmas lights to be tested. Clerk to order a new first aid kit and First Aider jacket.  

e. Power cuts update sent from Keir Mather. Keir has written to Northern Powergrid’s CEO to express his 
frustration at the frequency of power cuts in our area. Alongside the letter to Northern Powergrid, Keir 
has contacted the National Energy System Operator (NESO) and the UK Government Minister for Energy 
Security to express the concerns of local residents. Whilst Keir has no formal powers over Northern 
Powergrid, he hopes that the intervention will be useful and provide some much-needed clarity on this.  

26007. Highways update: 
a. Community Speed Watch. No update.  
b. Highways update. No further update. Cllr Hemingway to contact Highways to follow up on outstanding 

issues raised.  
c. No further progress on the ‘Please drive slowly’ signs at the entrances to the village.  
d. No update on the VAS sign statistics this month.  
e. No further update from NYC on the damage to the verge outside Inglenook. Reported to Planning 

Enforcement. Ref: 025/0227/LCOND due to the non-completion of dropped kerb at Dalkeith, The 
Green. NYC Planning is now looking into this as a breach of planning conditions. Cllr Arthur to follow 
this up.  

f. No update on the request made to NYC for speed reduction measures on Green Lane (for example, 
improved signage and warning signage painted on the road).  

g. No further update on the request for yellow lines on Green Lane near the A163 junction and new houses 
and on Main Street/Back Lane junction near Gothic Farm to alleviate dangerous parking in that area.  

h. Request to make Green Lane a ‘one way’ system. NYC Highways are looking at options and are putting 
together a scheme with a quotation.  

26008. Planning Applications: 
a. ZG2025/1260/TPO. Gothic Farm, Main Street, North Duffield. Application for consent to remove all 

branches below 2.3m which overhang the footway/verge and all branches below 5.2m which overhang 
the carriageway to 1No Copper Beech tree covered by TPO 12/1991. Resolved to support the 
application.  
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26009. Ongoing planning matters: 
a. North Yorkshire Council Local Plan. No further update.  
b. Enforcement ref; 2024/0201/LCOND. Planning ref: 2021/1353/FUL / ZG2023/0559/DOC. Land Adjacent 

A163 Market Weighton Road. Footway not yet complete despite houses now being occupied. Planning 
have contacted the developer in November and have now advised the PC that it is with Highways. 
Councillor Arthur to follow up with planning enforcement as this has been ongoing for a considerable 
amount of time.  

c. ZG2023/0719/FUL. Land Off Selby Road North Duffield. Construction of a field access and gate. No 
action despite Councillor Arthur following this up with the NYC Customer Communications Manager at 
the beginning of December who assured him dialogue was made with the developer. The developer 
committed to constructing the dropped kerbs imminently. Cllr Arthur to again follow this up.  

d. Springfield House Farm development planning breach. Enforcement notice served to the developer on 
16th April taking effect 23rd May 2025. The notice required them to implement the approved scheme in 
relation to the footpath and bin store within 6 months from the date the notice took effect. This has not 
been done. NYC is in dialogue with the developer in relation to complying with the enforcement notice. 
This has involved a site meeting with highways and planning enforcement officers. The developer has 
assured officers of his intention to comply with the enforcement notice but there have been highways 
issues to resolve first.   

26010. Planning Decisions: 
a. ZG2025/0907/HPA. 10 Chestnut Close, North Duffield. Erection of extension over existing garage to 

create larger bedrooms and en-suite. Permission granted.  
26011. Public time: 

a. No members of the public present.   
26012.  Financial and Governance matters: 

a. CIL expenditure. £8488.53 CIL received to date in 2025. Awaiting installation date from Highways for 
the defibrillator post on Green Lane before ordering the device to maximise its warranty. To order the 
replacement defibrillator for the telephone box at the same time. It was confirmed that the expenditure 
committed to date is two defibrillators and one defibrillator post (£3100), the necessary Village Green 
electrical work (£1000) and Village Green Pond clearance / pump (Cost TBC). PFA have not applied for 
funding for play equipment yet – Cllr Richardson to follow up.   

b. Finance report noted and transactions approved for payment as follows: 
Account balance and reconciliation:  

  Current Account Savings Account 
a. Account balances as at 27th November 2025 £4877.18 £35010.46 
b. Transactions made since last meeting (approved at 

the last meeting): 
  

 Unity; Service charge d/d October -£6.00  
 S Look; November expenses -£59.48  
 S Look; November salary As agreed   
 S Look; Garden Centre voucher for B Wells -£50.00  
 North Duffield Primary School; Christingle Service -£450.00  
 R Hemingway; PC expenses -£59.96  
 R Arrand; Christmas expenses -£320.41  
 M Patten; Postcrete and rope -£29.91  
 S Look; Bird boxes -£152.93  
c. Payments made since the last meeting under clerks 

delegated powers: 
  

 HMRC December payment -£7.76  
 S Look; December salary As agreed   
 Unity; Service charge d/d November -£6.00  
d. Receipts since the last meeting:   
 Unity; Savings account credit interest  £191.51 
 R Hemingway; Christmas market income £82.00  
 C Dobson; Christmas market stall £20.00  



 Pinfold Pizzas; Christmas market stall £30.00  
e.  Internal transfer: £3000.00 -£3000.00 
f.  Account balances as at 2nd January 2026 £5709.59 £32,201.97 
g. To approve the following payments:   
 S Look; December expenses -£52.52  
 North Duffield Village Hall; Room hire -£24.00  
 Methodist Church Schoolroom; Room hire -£176.00  

It was resolved to approve the above payments.  
26013. Village Green and Maintenance: 

a. It was resolved to accept the amended Village Maintenance contract quote with the addition of the 
allotment hedge and the siding of the pin kerbs.  

b. Wildflower turf area on the village green outstanding. Cllr Richardson to follow up.   
26014. Village Representatives update: 

a. Cllr Brown gave an update on the Village Hall at the December meeting. It was noted that the room hire 
charges for both the village hall and the methodist chapel will rise by £1 per hour in 2026.  

b. No update from the Playing Field Association. Next PFA meeting to take place in January.    
26015. Year ahead: 

a. Annual meeting to take place on Thursday 14th May 2026 in the Village Hall. It was agreed to invite the 
PCSO, Cllr Arthur, Keir Mather MP, Mobile Library representative, Cyber Crime unit, the Nature Recovery 
group, a defibrillator trainer and the head from North Duffield Primary School. It was agreed to do a 
leaflet drop to advertise the meeting together. To also advertise the Summer Fete on the same leaflet 
which will take place on 4th July 2026.  

b. Councillors agreed the dates for the following village events for the year. Summer fare is 4th July, set up 
27th/28th June, Christmas Lights set up date 21/22 November 2026. Christmas Lights Switch on/ 
Christmas Fare date 29th November 2026. Village Litter Pick / Spring tidy up to be confirmed at a later 
date. Village Green Spring jobs / trench date to be confirmed at the next meeting.  

26016. Correspondence: 
a. YLCA White Rose updates and training dates noted.  
b. Parish Liaison December update noted. 
c. Island Green Power correspondence regarding ownership of the airstrip at Redmoor Farm  
d. Mobile Library to start on Monday 19th January 2026 at 10am in the Kings Arms car park and will visit the 

village once every four weeks. Cllr Hemingway to attend on the 19th January to ensure cones are put out. 
It was noted that the pub will be closed.  

e. Complaint received regarding horse riders using village footpaths. Rule 54 of the Highway code states 
that you MUST NOT take a horse onto a footpath or pavement, and you should not take a horse onto a 
cycle track. Use a bridleway where possible. Equestrian crossings may be provided for horse riders to 
cross the road and you should use these where available (see Rule 27). You should dismount at level 
crossings where a ‘horse rider dismount’ sign is displayed. Laws HA 1835 sect 72 & R(S)A sect 129(5). 

26017. Items for the next meeting and meeting close: 
a. Councillors confirmed the date for the next Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on Thursday 5th 

February 2026 in the Schoolroom of North Duffield Methodist Chapel.   
b. Cllr Patten confirmed he will be tendering his resignation from the Parish Council this month due to 

moving house. Councillors thanked Mel for all his hard work and contribution to the Parish Council and 
help around the village over the years. Cllr Donoghue to consider taking over as YLCA representative.  

c. Clerk order a replacement Union flag.  
d. To look at options for purchasing a smaller boat. Cllr Wint to present quotes at the February meeting.  
e. It was noted that there is still outstanding debt owed to the Parish Council by the person who 

vandalised the village flagpole. To consider applying for an attachment of earnings at the next meeting 
as it is money owed to the village.  

f. To consider approaching the executors of Lucy’s pond to gift it to Natural England or the Parish in order 
to preserve it.  

Meeting closed at 20.25hrs  
Signed: 
(Chairman) 
 
Date:  
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